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The 1999 Jeep Cherokee 


by Michael Hyde 


1. The 1999 Jeep Cherokee has had a major re-design and I must say is 
looking good. The locks on this vehicle are made by Strattec and available 
from your Strattec distributor. 


3. First start out with a good set of car opening wedges and a "under the 
window" tool. Sometimes referred to as a "caddy killer." The linkage rods 
on this vehicle are concealed in the weather-barrier, which is made of a 
thick rubber-like material. The rods travel in a sleeve portion of the rubber 
weather-barrier. You might be able to catch the linkage rods as they enter 
the rubber sleeve, but we found it easier to use an 'under the window' tool. 


2. This vehicle is also equipped 
with a transponder system that 
requires a DART device for 
programming keys. The 
transponder key has a Grey colored 
bow on it and inside the bow is the 
transponder chip. 


Opening 
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6. To service the lock you will need to remove the 
plastic two-piece shroud. Remove the 1 screw 
directly under the column. 


5. The 
ignition 
lock on 
this car 
is 
mounted 
on the 
column 
and uses an 
active retainer. 


4. We moved the tool over the 
electric window button to unlock 
the Cherokee. 


Ignition 
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7. The rear shroud assembly does not need to be 
removed when working on this lock. 


8. Underneath the column is the Sentry Key 
Transponder module. A portion of the module 
encircles the forward section of the ignition 
lock and is the induction coil (antenna) for 
the transponder system. 


10. To remove the ignition lock cylinder you will need 
to insert a working mechanical key and rotate until the 
retainer depresses and then the lock will slide out. 


9. The active retainer is located on the bottom section 
of the lock housing. 
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13. The cylinder plug removed. The lock plug uses eight 
tumblers and has a sidebar. 


14. The 
cylinder 
plug uses 
a small 
actuator 
that must 
not be 
lost. 


12. To disassemble the lock, 
rotate the lock counter-clockwise 
and depress the stop pin. 


15. If the plug 
actuator is not in the 
plug when you re- 
assemble it, the anti- 
theft device located 
in the rear of the plug 
will not properly 
engage the security 
components in the 
steering column. The 
car will not start if 
there is no contact. 


11. The ignition lock removed from 
the vehicle. The lock has a Chrome 
face to it. 


16. The newly redesigned Cherokee has new looking 
outside door handles. The door lock is part of the 
outside door handle. The door handle is made of plastic. 


17. The passenger side door 
handle does not have a lock 
cylinder in the handle. 


19. Remove the 3 Torx screws on the edge of the door. 
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18. A look at the door panel. The 
door panel must be removed to 
service the lock cylinder. 


Door Lock 
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20. There is a Phillips 
screw located inside the 
door pull cavity that 
must be removed. 


21. The inside 
door release 
lever has a 
Torx trim panel 
screw behind 
it. Pull on the 
handle and you 
will see it. The 
trim behind the 
lever does not 
come apart. 
The trim is 
screwed in 
place from the 
other side. 


22. The last trim panel screw to 
remove is the one up near the 
door mirror. There is a plastic 
cap hiding it. 


23. You can now unsnap 
the panel. It uses the 
standard push-in style 
plastic fasteners. The 
door panel does not need 
to be lifted up, because it 
pulls OUTWARD and not 
upward. Once you have 
the panel pulled far 
enough away from the 
door you will be able to 
see the two linkage rods. 
Disconnect the linkage 
rods from the door. 


24. A view of the linkage rods 
and how they travel out of the 
rubber weather-barrier. 
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27. Disconnect the 
linkage rods going to 
the outside door 
handle. Remove the 
two nuts off the 
outside door handle 
through the access 
holes in the door metal. 


25. A view of the backside of the 
inside lever release trim. As 
mentioned earlier the trim is 
screwed together from this side. 


26. The linkage rods enter 
the rubber weather-barrier 
very close to the latch 
mechanism. We pulled back 
the rubber to show the rods. 
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28. The handle can be 
moved around a little. 
The reinforcement 
bracket on the outside 
door handle takes up a 
lot of room and must be 
manipulated around with 
the rear window track to 
get the handle out. 


29. Remove other end of the 
linkage rod as it connects to the 
handle. There is an electronic 
switch hooked up to the lock 
cylinder. You can remove the 
switch by removing the tailpiece 
off the lock cylinder or by 
disconnecting the switch at the 
connection in the door. 


30. The lock cylinder is secured 
into the handle assembly by 3 
Torx screws. 
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32. The tailpiece to 
the lock is held on 
by the standard "C" 
clip. 


33. When you remove the 
tailpiece there will be an 
electronic switch behind it. The 
switch can go back on in several 
different positions. It is important 
to mark the switch and the lock. 


31. All the tumblers can be seen by 
turning the lock cylinder upside down. 


34. The face cap to this lock is re- 
useable and the dust shutter assembly is 
of the modular design. The dust shutter 
assembly also has two springs that keep 
pressure on it. 


35. The door lock cylinder plug contains seven tumblers in 
positions 2 through 8. 


37. There is no rear hatch lock. 
The rear hatch is unlocked by 
the remote control or the power 
lock controls. 
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36. Watch out for the 
detent pin in the lock 
cylinder housing. 


Trunk Lock 
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38. There is a release button 
located to the right of the license 
plate for the rear hatch glass. 


39. There is a 
symbol on the 
instrument 
cluster that is 
an indicator 
for the 'Sentry 
Key' system. 


40. Before you begin make sure car's battery 
is at least 12volts. Don't guess, use a 
voltmeter on the battery terminals. You must 
also have the 4-digit PIN code for this vehicle. 


Instructions For 
Programming 
Transponder Keys On 
Transponder Equipped 
Models When No Keys Or 
Only 1 Key Is Available: 


A tech device called the 
"DART" is needed for 
programming transponder keys 
when no keys are available. The 
DART unit is available from 
National Auto Lock Service @ 
650-757-0700. 
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41. This end of the connector cable goes into 
the car's computer diagnostic hook-up. This 
connector is standard on most vehicles in the 
United States. 


42. This next 
screen which 
is the main 
menu should 
automatically 
appear after 
the "Modem 
Check" 
screen runs 
its cycle. 


43. Use the down arrow 
to select number 4 for 
'Skim Functions', press 
the Enter button. 


44. While the car's 
computer tries to 
communicate with the 
SKIM module, this 
screen will appear. 
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45. To program in a new transponder key you can just 
add a key or erase all keys. 


48. The DART unit will now verify that you entered the 
correct number before it checks it with the number in 
the car's computer. 


47. Enter the PIN and press Enter. 


46. The DART unit requires that you enter the 
cars PIN. 
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49. If the pin were invalid you would get this error 
screen. If you enter the PIN wrong again the cars 
computer will shut down for 1 hour. 


50. If you correctly entered the PIN, the DART unit will 
prompt you to put in the new Chrysler transponder key 
and turn it to the RUN position. 


51. The DART unit confirms that everything went fine 
and the new key will work. 


52. You will get another opportunity to program in 
more keys. That's all there is, you're all done. 


Instructions For Programming Additional 
Keys When 2 Already Programmed Keys 
Are Present. 


1. You must have 2 already programmed Sentry Keys. 


2. Cut the new key(s) to the correct code or duplicate. 


3. Insert one of the 2 valid Sentry Keys into the ignition lock 
ant turn to the RUN position. 


4. After the ignition has been in the RUN position for 
approximately 5 seconds, but not more than 15 seconds, turn 
the key to the off position. 


5. Remove the key and insert the second valid key and turn to 
the RUN position within 15 seconds. 


6. Approximately 10 seconds after the second key is turned to 
the RUN position, the Theft Alarm Light will start to flash, 
and a single chime tone will sound to indicate the system is in 
the "Customer Programming" mode. 


7. Within 60 seconds of entering the "Customer 
Programming" mode, turn the ignition switch to the off 
position, remove the key. 


8. Insert the new un-programmed key and turn the ignition 
lock to the RUN position. 


9. Approximately 10 seconds later, a single audible chime 
tone will sound and the Theft Alarm Light will stop, wait 5 
seconds and then turn off the ignition. 


10. The system will immediately return to normal operation 
following the programming of the new key. 


11. To program an additional key into the system, you go 
through this process all over again. 


If you don't follow the above procedure precisely, you 
will have to start over. The above procedure will not 
work if 8 keys have already been programmed in. 
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1998 Dodge/Chrysler/Plymouth/Jeep domestic models will all switch over to a new code-series. The code series is M001-2618. 
The keyway will be the same except for an additional cut added to the existing key, nearest the bow. The key will now have 8 cuts 
on it instead of 7. A new ignition lock will be added. The doors, trunk, and compartment locks are not scheduled to change. 


Method #1: Check owner's manual for code, written in by the dealer. 


Method #2: Use a tool called an 'EZZ-Reader' to 
determine the cuts in the door for positions 2 
through 8. Next, progression the number 1 cut 
(bow cut) in the ignition. You will then have all 
the cuts necessary for a complete key. 


Method #3: You must remove a door cylinder 
and decode it. Once you have those seven cuts, 
then you can progression the 1 remaining cut in 
the ignition. The missing cut needed for the 
ignition is the first one from the bow. 


MAKING FIRST KEY 


SPACE AND DEPTHS 


